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The Kerrville community can truly claim ownership and participation in the newest art project dedicated in Louise Hays Park.

“Lupe,” the Guadalupe Bass sculpture, was unveiled last week and includes hundreds of handmade mosaic tiles created by local
residents.

Austin-area artist GiGi Miller, who was selected to create the sculpture, attended the ceremony and said this sculpture was very
meaningful for her in many ways.

“I grew up down river in Gonzales, Texas,” Miller said. “But I was usually in camp in Kerrville at least once per year.”

Miller said the selection of the Guadalupe Bass, the state fish of Texas, as the focus of the sculpture was exciting to her.

“Many of my finest childhood memories were in these limestone hills and these banks of the Guadalupe,” Miller said. “I caught my
first bass while at camp here, but although I wasn’t sophisticated enough at the time to know if it was a Guadalupe Bass, it was a
fabulous, thrilling fight, and I was so proud.”

Miler said her mother credits her love of nature and the time she spent immersed in it to why she became an artist.

“My parents and teachers noticed my artistic talent early on and I am so grateful for the encouragement they gave me,” Miller said.
“I loved playing in the mud as a child and I am happy that as a ceramic artist and a sculptor, I still get to.”

Miller thanked various groups and individuals for their parts in helping her create the sculpture. She said she was especially
grateful for the participation by the community.

“Thank you, citizens of Kerrville,” Miller said. “For creating all of the hundreds of picture tiles that fill the sculpture with magic and
will provide much joy for all who find them for years to come.”

For her closing remarks, Miller encouraged all children present to continue to “play in the mud” and for the parents to allow them
to do so.

Kerrville Mayor Bonnie White welcomed guests and explained that the project began in September of 2015 the Kerrville City
Council approved a Main Street Advisory Board recommendation for the project.

“It was funded by the Main Street Advisory Board and they did vote unanimously to approve this particular project,” White said.

Rose Bradshaw, chairperson of the MSAB, told guests of the dedication ceremony that “Lupe” is the third installment of public art
provided by the MSAB. She said the “Welcome to Kerrville” sign located at Interstate 10 and the “Mother’s Love” sculpture at the
corner of Earl Garrett and Main Streets were the first two projects sponsored by the board.

“In February of 2000, the Kerrville City Council approved a long-awaited public art policy and guidelines, thus establishing a
roadmap for the city to encourage art in public places,” Bradshaw said. “Kerrville has long been known as a art haven, with
fabulous art galleries, wonderful art centers and a robust performing arts community. Unfortunately, we have all of that around
us, but not among us.”

Bradshaw said that MSAB projects such as Mardi Gras in the Park and the Main Street Moonlight Fund projects have provided the
funding for the public art installations.

Megan Been, of Texas Parks & Wildlife, said she has spent the last five years as a biologist working throughout the Texas Hill
Country to conserve the Guadalupe Bass.

“The Guadalupe Bass is one of 14 fish species found in the clear, rocky spring-fed rivers of the Hill Country, and nowhere else in
the world,” Been said. “Guadalupe Bass populations are extricably linked to healthy, flowing rivers.”

Been said since 2010, TP&W has partnered with area landowners to create methods of promoting the population and conserving
the Guadalupe Bass species.

“It is incredibly fitting that this artwork has been erected here in Kerrville, along the banks of the namesake river of the Guadalupe
Bass,” Been said. “It’s inspiring to see the City of Kerrville’s recognition of Guadalupe Bass as an iconic symbol of what makes the
Hill Country and this community.”

Ashlea Boyle, assistant director of Parks & Recreation for the City of Kerrville, closed out.

“This project as been a work in progress for the past couple of years,” Boyle said. “And it is really exciting for us to finally be able
to showcase it.”

“Lupe” is located in Louise Hays Park, just above the children’s fountain area.

Celebrating during a dedication ceremony
for the recently installed Guadalupe Bass
sculpture in Louise Hays Park are, from left,
Ashlea Boyle, assistant director of Parks &
Recreation for the City of Kerrville; Rose
Bradshaw, chairperson for Main Street
Advisory Board; artist GiGi Miller; and
Kerrville Mayor Bonnie White.
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