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A giant colorful earthworm now resides in the Pre-K playground area of

Westlake United Methodist Church, winding its way around the playscape near

the garden. During playtime, preschool children sit on Ester the Earthworm’s

back and head or climb under its belly, touching the tiles all over its body that

they helped mold.

Gigi Miller, sculptor and a member of WUMC for nearly a decade, wanted to

give back to the church, she said.

“Both of my children went to the preschool,” Miller said in an email, “So it was a

very natural idea for me to want to give back to a program that I greatly

admired, and from which my children really benefitted. I’ve always loved

children and art, so I was really excited about the prospect of a project that

would combine these two passions.”

Miller wanted to sculpt an earthworm because digging in the garden was her

son’s favorite thing to do when he attended the school, she said. The earthworm

is more than 100 feet long and appears to burrow in and out of the ground,

appearing in five different places around the playground. Miller coordinated

with WUMC to have children and families mold colorful tiles from clay to adorn

the earthworm.

“I wanted to experience a collaborative project like this, where the entire

community ... would be engaged in creating the finished work,” Miller said.

“Everyone was very excited to be involved.”

Preschool director Sharon Coleman said the preschool children got to watch the

whole process of the sculpture being built and installed – the digging, the wiring

and the tile making.
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“Throughout the process, our children at the preschool explored and discovered

(the sculpture) and are continuing to do so,” Coleman said. “It meets all the

safety requirements of the preschool playground. The children can climb on it,

sit on it, climb under it (and) stand on it. They love it and they really do explore

it. It’s very textural, which is a wonderful thing for young children.”

On Sept. 6, WUMC held a dedication for the sculpture, celebrating Miller’s

“labor of love,” as Coleman called it.

“We love it,” Coleman said. “I think generations of children are going to enjoy it.

It’s just something that appeals to their imagination.”


